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F orests cover about 9.4 percent of the earth’s surface
and about 30 percent of its land area. But
conservationists estimate that 80 percent of the world’s
ancient forests – those relatively undisturbed by human
activity – have been destroyed or degraded, and that
half of that damage has taken place in the last 30 years.
The primary causes of deforestation are the clearing of
land for agriculture, commercial logging operations, and
urban sprawl. Deforestation disrupts the water cycle,
reduces soil quality and the land’s capacity to hold
groundwater, and increases the risk of landslides. 

· The United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change estimates that deforestation
and forest degradation are behind about 17
percent of the world’s greenhouse gas
emissions because there are fewer trees to
absorb them. Another significant impact of
deforestation is the loss of habitat for millions
of species. (About 70 percent of the world’s
land animals and plants live in forests.)

· A UN program called REDD (Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation) aims to solve the problem of
deforestation by paying poor countries – with
funds provided by developed countries – to
leave their forests intact. Norway was the REDD
program’s first donor and is its largest. The
effort has 29 partner countries, with these 12
receiving payments to preserve their forests:
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Bolivia, Cambodia, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Indonesia, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Philippines, Solomon Islands,
Tanzania, Vietnam, and Zambia. The program
has its critics. A 2010 report issued by Friends
of the Earth International says that REDD will
generate hundreds of millions of dollars in profits
for some of the world’s largest corporations,
including oil and mining companies. 

· The UN Food and Agriculture Organization has
monitored the world’s forests at 5- to 10-year
intervals over the last 65 years. According to an
October report, 13 million hectares of forest
were lost in each of the last 10 years, but the
rate of deforestation actually decreased. That’s
primarily due to afforestation – the deliberate
planting of replacement trees.

· Russia, Brazil, Canada, the United States, and
China are the most forested countries,
accounting for more than half of the world’s total
forest area. There are 10 countries or areas
without any forests, and 54 countries in which
forests make up less than 10 percent of the total
land area.

Overall, more than one-third of forested land is “primary”
forest – consisting of native species, with no visible
indications of human activity, and where ecological
processes have not been significantly disturbed.
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Meeting no.1017                               Dated 05.08.2011

President called the meeting no. 1017 to order.

National Anthem led by Rtn. Sripati Pradhan.

President welcomed, Speaker of the day, District
Coordinator RCC, Rtn. Nirmal Kr. Roychoudhury to the
club.

Minutes of the last meeting confirmed.

Discussion:
o President informed about the Rotary International

claim of  $ 24.96 and Rotary News Trust claim of
Rs. 60.00, which is brought forward from
previous year. IPP Sarbendu Dutta informed that
Treasurer of his tenure has already forwarded the
relevant documents to the President for his
perusal.

o President requested Rtn. Nirmal Kr.
Roychoudhury to enrich the members of our club
on the RCC movement.

1) Aug. 21 Polio Plus workshop

2) Aug. 27, ICM on Membership
Development

3) Aug. 28, RLI Orientation course ( 1 day)

Wedding Anniversary

9th August
Rtn. Sanjay Dasgupta

and
Ann Mita Dasgupta

1) 15th Aug. Flag hoisting & Independence Day
Celebration at Ballygaunge Balika Bidyalaya.

2) 15th Aug. Tree Plantation project at
Purbapally, Kasba.

3) 20th - 22nd Aug. Hilsa Utsav, a club fellowship
programme at Sankarpur.

Club Event

Minutes

o Rtn. Nirmal Kr. Roychoudhury spoke elaborately
on the RCC movement. He spoke about the
different projects like Rain water harvesting,
health and hygiene, Microcredit, Low-cost latrine
etc. that may be taken up.

 President handed over the meeting to Secretary Rtn.
Sajal Kr. Dutta.
o Secretary Rtn. Sajal Kr. Dutta announced the

Birthday of Rtn. Sanjib Kr. Ray Rtn. Rana Safui.

o Secretary announced the reciept of club bulletins
from Rotary Club of Calcutta Metrocity, Rotary
Club of Salt Lake Metropolitan,

 The Secretary  handed over the meeting to the
President.

Having no other business the President terminated
the meeting.

Members present: 9        Sunshine collected: Rs.180.00

 Four Way Test

Is it the TRUTH ?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and better
FRIENSHIP?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Thought of the DayThought of the DayThought of the DayThought of the DayThought of the Day

“What we really are
matters more than

what other people think of us!”

                                    — Jawaharlal  Nehru


